Molecular markers of tumor initiation and progression.
Of the hundreds of genes and proteins reported to be altered in human cancers, only a few are sufficiently central to warrant translation into diagnostic or therapeutic tools. Three recent developments have the potential to alter radically the discovery of molecular markers: the compendium of human genes; the advent of technologies that provide the means to identify simultaneously several known and unknown genes and proteins; and an appreciation of the critical processes involved in tumor initiation and progression.